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The Town of Hope Mills manages the Hope Mills Municipal Park which includes a ballfield, playground 
and walking trail. Additionally, a private man-made lake named Fantasy Lake Water Park is located 
nearby and includes water slides, swings, pedal boats, arcade, volleyball courts and picnic area. 

The Town of Linden owns land where the Cumberland County Parks and Recreation developed and 
maintains the Linden Little River Community Park. The park has two picnic shelters, basketball court, 
bocce court, horseshoe court, walking trail, splash pad, two playground apparatus and open areas for 
other sports. 

The Town of Stedman manages the 2.23-acre Ernest Freeman Town Park with amenities including 
playground equipment, benches, swings, grills, and a large picnic shelter. 

The Town of Wade manages Wade Community Park. 

No information for parks was readily available for the Town of Spring Lake. 

Water Bodies and Floodplains 

Cumberland County is located in the Cape Fear Basin, with only a small portion of the southern county 

boundary along Cold Camp Creek draining to the Lumber River Basin. There are thirty dams forming 
lakes or ponds within the County, ranging from under an acre up to 210 acres in size. Glenville Lake 
serves as a water supply to the City of Fayetteville. The dam on Hope Mills Lake, a 68-acre lake used for 
recreation located in Hope Mills, has been breached. 

Within Cumberland County, there are Water Supply Watershed Protection areas on Little Cross Creek 
(protected area and critical area, WS-IV), Cross Creek (protected area and critical area, WS-IV), two 
areas on the Cape Fear River (protected area and critical area, WS-IV), and two areas on the Little River 
(protected area and critical area, WS-III). 

Almost 75,000 acres of the land within the County is located within a 100-yr or 500-yr special flood 
hazard area. A summary of acreage by flood zone is as follows: Zone A (128 acres), Zone AE (36,126 
acres); Zone X 500-yr (38,368 acres); and Zone X Unshaded (346,274 acres). 

Table 3-2. Cumberland County Summary of Flood Zone Acreage 

Community Zone A 
(acres) 

Zone AE 
(acres) 

Shaded Zone X 
(acres) 

Unshaded 
Zone X (acres) Total 

Cumberland County 
Unincorporated Areas 

 

119 
 

29,485 
 

32,356 
 

275,115 
 

337,075 

Town of Eastover 0 693 1,406 5,189 7,288 

Town of Falcon 0 128 0 681 809 

City of Fayetteville 9 4,761 4,327 51,152 60,249 

Town of Godwin 0 0 0 337 337 

Town of Hope Mills 0 354 93 3,979 4,426 

Town of Linden 0 0 76 173 249 

Town Spring Lake 0 632 81 7,572 8,285 

Town of Stedman 0 67 0 1,001 1,068 

Town of Wade 0 6 29 1,075 1,110 
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Hoke County contains four National Register listings including two plantation houses (Mill Prong and 
Puppy Creek Plantation), a major antebellum Presbyterian Church (Long Street), and the Hoke County 
Courthouse. The Raeford Historic District was more recently listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 2006. Raeford is significant as a typical railroad town in the Sandhills of North Carolina displaying 
characteristic commercial and residential growth along a grid pattern parallel and perpendicular to the 
rail line. 

Natural Features and Resources 

Parks, Preserve and Conservation 

According to the Hoke County Land Use Plan, Hoke County has three soccer fields, 3 picnic shelters, 
seven baseball/softball fields, three playgrounds, two multi-use trails and three basketball courts. The 
City of Raeford has four public recreational facilities, 211 Sports Complex, Armory Park, Burlington Park 
and Rockfish Park, which include a ball field, two playgrounds, two tennis courts and walking trails. 

Water Bodies and Floodplains 

Hoke County is located in the Cape Fear Basin and the Lumber River Basin in the southern and western 
areas of the County. There are thirty dams forming lakes or ponds within the County, ranging from 1.6 
acres to 85 acres in size. 

Within Hoke County, there are Water Supply Watershed Protection areas on the Lumber River (protected 
area critical area, WS-IV) and on the Little River (protected area, WS-III). 

Almost 350 acres of the land within the City of Raeford are located within the 100-yr special flood hazard 
area. A summary of acreage by flood zone is as follows: Zone AE (342 acres); Zone X 500-yr (58 acres); 
and Zone X Unshaded (5,547 acres). 

Almost 19,000 acres of the land within Hoke County are located within the 100-yr special flood hazard 
area. A summary of acreage by flood zone is as follows: Zone A (2,420 acres); Zone AE (16,222 acres); 
Zone X 500-yr (513 acres); and Zone X Unshaded (225,493 acres). 

Table 3-4. Hoke County Summary of Flood Acreage 

Community Zone A 
(acres) 

Zone AE 
(acres) 

Shaded Zone X 
(acres) 

Unshaded 
Zone X (acres) Total 

Hoke County 
Unincorporated Areas 

 

2,420 
 

16,222 
 

513 
 

225,493 
 

244,648 

City of Raeford 0 342 58 5,547 5,947 

Total 2,420 16,564 571 231,040 250,595 

 

Natural and Beneficial Floodplain Functions: Under natural conditions, a flood causes little or no damage 
in floodplains. Nature ensures that floodplain flora and fauna can survive the more frequent 
inundations, and the vegetation stabilizes soils during flooding. Floodplains reduce flood damage by 
allowing flood waters to spread over a large area. This reduces flood velocities and provides flood 
storage to reduce peak flows downstream. 

Threatened and Endangered Species 
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Table 3-7. Top Five Employers in Cumberland County 

Rank Company Industry Number of 
Employees 

1 Defense Ex-Army, Navy & Air 
Force Public Administration 1,000+ 

2 Cumberland County Board of 
Education 

Education & Health 
Services 1,000+ 

3 Cape Fear Valley Health Systems Education & Health 
Services 1,000+ 

4 Wal-Mart Associates, Inc. Trade, Transportation & 
Utilities 1,000+ 

5 Cumberland County Public Administration 1,000+ 

Source: NC Department of Commerce, 2015 

 
In Hoke County, most private sector employment is concentrated in educational services, health care 
and social assistance (27%). The top three employment industries in Hoke County were educational 
services, health care and social assistance (27%), manufacturing (14%), and retail trade (12%). Table 3-8 
provides an overview of employment and occupation statistics for Hoke County. Table 3-9 provides the 
top five employers in Hoke County. 

Table 3-8. Employment and Occupation Statistics for Hoke County 

Employment Status Percentage 

In labor force 64.1 

Employed 47.4 

Unemployed 8.1 

Armed Forces 8.6 

Not in labor force 35.9 

Occupation 

Management, business, science and arts 28.9 

Service 22.0 

Sales and office 23.6 

Natural resources, construction and 
maintenance 10.4 

Production, transportation and material 
moving 15.1 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2009-2013 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 
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Figure 3-2. Cumberland County Existing Land Use 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































